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ir8 THE COLLECTOR AND ART CRITIC. 

(From the Bulletin of the MetropoHtan Museum^ of Art, January, 1906.) 
GREATER STUDENT FACILITIES. 

REMOVAL OF RESTRICTIONS ON SKETCHING AND COPYING. 

In a recent number of The Collector and Art Critic, the editor, Mr. 
David C. Preyer, speaks of the need of freedom from rules and regulations 
in connection with sketching in the Museum, and he advocates, also, the 
training of the attendants in order that each may, with greater intelligence, 
respond to the questions put to him concerning the exhibits in the room 
where he is stationed. 

In regard, to the first of these suggestions, it will gratify Mr. Preyer 
and student visitors of the Museum to hear that the Director and Trustees 
have already embodied this suggestion, which seems very obvious, in a 
new regulation, permitting absolute freedom in sketching and taking of 
notes, except only in the case of copyrighted pictures and objects loaned, 
when the consent of the owner of the copyright or objects in question must 
be first obtained. 

It is the desire of the Trustees and of the Director to encourage in every 
way the use of the Museum by students. New facilities in this direction 
will be accorded after January i, when copying will be permitted on every 
day of the week except Saturday, Sunday and legal holidays, our most 
crowded days, instead of on only two days as heretofore, and when the 
restriction against copying pictures of the same size and on the same 
scale as the originals will be removed, so that hereafter copyists may con- 
sult their own wishes on this point. 

This Museum, in common with most museums, issues a permit to all 
who may want to work from paintings, but this is done chiefly to safe- 
guard the artist and the public against the possibility of such copies 
coming into the market as originals. 

Mr. Preyer's second suggestion is a good one also, and it will be car- 
ried out so far as may be practicable, but it must be borne in mind that 
the museum attendants are employed, primarily for the protection of the 
Museum, and that they are not intended in any sense to be cicerones or 
guides. 

The public museum of to-day should rely upon its catalogues, labels 
"and public lectures for its official utterances with reference to its collec- 
tions. Its exhibits should be so well arranged and its printed guides so 
plain that the services of the attendant should not be necessary except for 
direction in going from one part of the building to another. That service, 
•however, when asked, should be cheerfully and accurately given. 



At the gallery of Mr. Frederick A. Chapman may be seen a; fine "Land- 
scape with Goats" by Troyon, which is very luminous in color with 
beautiful landscape setting. Also an excellent Millet, "Mercure enleyant 
les bceufs d' Argus," which came from the Sensier collection. It is a 
noteworthy example of his few mythological subjects and contains that 
simple largeness which always fills his canvases. Other important works 
are "Cupid Disarmed," by Sir Joshua Reynolds; "The Good Samaritan," 
by Decamps, and a characteristic Mauve, "Ploughing." 

* * * 

The February Century contains William Sharp's article on "The Por- 
traits of Keats," showing twelve portraits of the poet. Timothy Cole 
has another of his wood engravings of old Spanish Masters, "St. Agnes," 
by Alonzo Cane. 



